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What is First Light?
First Light Widowed Association is a not-for-profit
charity organisation, run entirely by volunteers
and started by three young Brisbane widows
in 2016.
We connect young Australian widowed
women and men to resources, programs
and a community that will support them
through the overwhelming task of
re-building their world after the loss
of the life they knew and the future
they'd planned for.
First Light is registered with the
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits
Commission (ACNC) and holds deductible
gift recipient status with the Australian
Taxation Office.

Why we exist
We, the founders of First Light, formed our organisation when we were widowed unexpectedly in
our 20s to 40s. When we went looking for support and information, we discovered there was a
significant void in this area in Australia.
First Light’s programs connect young widowed people to a community that offers peer-based
support both face-to-face and online. This connection can validate the complex emotions and
experiences of being widowed at a young age, while also offering support when facing unique
challenges such as:
parenting while grieving
taking on sole financial responsibility for a young family
feeling different and isolated from your previous support networks of friends and colleagues.
First Light also provides access to practical resources and information to assist widowed people,
and their support network, through the bereavement process in a way that promotes emotional
and physical health and wellbeing.
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Our vision
A world where widowed people live full and happy lives, while celebrating their love for their
departed spouse in a community of acceptance and support.

Our mission
Our mission is to create and foster a community of widowed people, supporting and inspiring
members to rebuild their lives after the death of a partner or spouse.
We will achieve this by providing access to practical information and resources that will assist
widowed people through the bereavement process.
We will facilitate an online community where members can find positive camaraderie and
support each other through their grief, with the understanding that they are not alone.
We will host a life-affirming retreat that provides both useful tools and inspirational resources for
widowed people from all walks of life.
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President's report
to the Annual General Meeting 2020/21
Good evening fellow members and welcome to the First Light Widowed Association Annual
General Meeting for the 2020/21 financial year.
The committee, including myself Rebecca Adams (President), Jo Smith-Hooker (Vice-President),
Carren Stapleton (Secretary) and Deanna Bosward (Treasurer) - along with former committee
members Kate Nuttall and Joanna Boyd - were elected to serve in this past financial year and we
have endeavoured to provide the best possible outcomes for all our members.
The management committee met monthly throughout the past year, holding meetings and
working bees. During this time our membership has continued to grow, with a surge of
applications after Camp Widow in May. This time last year we had 461 members, whereas we now
have 779 - including 750 community members and 29 gold members.
Our goals for the past year were to:
deliver our first Camp Widow
Australia event
continue to service our existing
programs including our inperson catch ups, Widow Talk
video library and online forum
maintain our website and online
resources to share information
and support both widowed
people, and those who care
about them
undertake fundraising activities
to assist in the delivery of our
existing and new programs
continue to improve awareness
about our organisation and
increase our reach online and
through our social media
platforms.
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Camp Widow
Our first Camp Widow Australia took place on the weekend of May 15 and 16 in Brisbane this year.
We welcomed 143 attendees to this event, including 112 paid ticket holders, five sponsored
campers, nine speakers and 17 volunteer event staff.
The one-and-a-half day event included presentations by motivational speakers, interactive
workshops, networking and community building activities along with opportunities to share
experiences and develop strategies for resilience and survival.
Participants personalised their program to best align with their needs, considering time since
their loss and current areas of focus such as, healing, self-care, mental wellbeing or taking steps
forward to rebuild their lives.
In a post-event survey completed by 42% of attendees:
98% of people said they would recommend this program to other young widowed people
90% said they would attend again
87% felt hopeful about their future
79% had connected with someone else who had experienced a similar loss
68% felt understood
more than half felt they have more tools to help them process their grief and were better
prepared to tackle the challenges that they were facing.
Only one person said they felt no different after attending Camp Widow and no responders
answered that they felt disappointed.
After all event-generated income including ticket sales, corporate sponsorships, fundraising,
donations and grants, Camp Widow Australia 2021 ran at a financial loss of $3,849 which First
Light absorbed as an operational expense.
It is our dream going forward that we can generate enough support to allow us to operate future
events without a loss; to offer more free camperships to those members of our community who
couldn’t afford to access this program otherwise; and to continue selling tickets at a heavilysubsidised rate for all other attendees.
Delivering the Camp Widow program was an incredible amount of work for our small team of
volunteers, who donated many months of full-time hours in the lead up to the event.
While the sacrifices made by our volunteers to bring this event to life for our community were
significant, we all felt great happiness and gratitude to see the impact that Camp Widow
Australia had on those who attended.
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Bringing Camp Widow to Australia was the dream that lead to First Light being created by our
three founders six year ago. I personally was humbled to see widowed people from all over
Australia take the brave step and financial undertaking to travel to Brisbane and participate in a
program that hadn’t been offered here before.
Due to a significant, generous donation from one of our campers who felt that attending our
event this year was life-changing for her, we have been able to book in our second Camp Widow
Australia to take place in Brisbane on August 5th to 7th, 2022, and look forward to sharing this
program with an even bigger group of campers next year.

Ongoing programs
Throughout the past financial year we continued to create new interviews for our Widow Talk
library on a range of topics, including returning to work, surviving multiple losses, a widowers
perspective and being widowed in your 20s or 30s.
This program continues to be one of our most popular and well-received resources and I thank all
of the members of our community who have shared their personal stories and perspectives in
order to provide hope and understanding to others who are walking the same path.
Our Catch Ups program has been on ongoing challenge for First Light as it requires us to work
with widowed members of our community to host these face-to-face meetings. While one of our
most time-consuming programs for our volunteers to provide, it is also one of our most important
and valuable. The validation and connection that can be experienced when sitting down with
another widowed person can be life-changing, so we continue to strive to deliver this program
across Australia.
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During the 2020/2021 financial year, our catch-up’s program was heavily impacted by Covid-19
and lock-downs throughout Australia. We continued to support hosts in existing areas, worked to
recruit volunteers to start catch-ups in new areas and continued to develop relationships with
other established informal social and support groups for widowed people. These relationships
provides First Light with an avenue to refer our members to external groups for social connection,
where we do not have a volunteer host available.
As a result of Camp Widow, there were also many informal catch-ups that participants arranged
amongst themselves that were not promoted to the wider network of members.
Our private online members forum now has 391 members and acts as a safe space for those to
share, vent, support each other, ask questions and access information about First Light’s programs
and activities.
This group has more than doubled in size since last year and the success of the forum is directly
attributed to those who participate in it. Our forum really is a true example of how our
community-led peer support programs are so helpful and important.
In conclusion, I thank the existing management committee for their dedication, passion, and hard
work. All our committee members give selflessly of their time while juggling busy personal lives.
We are more than just a governing board, we are the hands of First Light who work hard to deliver
our programs and serve our community.
Without this generous commitment from our committee, First Light would not be able to do
what we do. The people driving First Light are essential for our success and on behalf of our
community, I thank you for making a difference to so many lives around Australia in bringing
hope to those facing their darkest of days.
The work we are doing is important. Our goal to create and foster a community of young
widowed people is ongoing and we continue to strive to support and inspire members to rebuild
their lives after the death of a partner or spouse.
I wish the incoming management committee all the best in continuing this important work into
the new year.
Rebecca Adams
President
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Treasurer's report
to the Annual General Meeting 2020/21
I am pleased to present the audited financial report of First Light Widowed Association for the
financial year ended 30 June 2021.
The financial report has been certified by Robert White, an independent auditor from
Accountants, Advisors, Auditors Pty Ltd as giving a true and fair view of the association’s financial
position and performance.
Goals
Our financial goals for the 2021 financial year were to:
1. hold multiple fundraising events to help finance the delivery of our existing and new
programs
2. secure grants and sponsorships to subsidise Camp Widow costs
3. increase gold membership numbers
4. encourage and increase the number of First Light fundraisers held by our community
5. run a shop at Camp Widow 2021 to subsidise the ticket cost and raise awareness of First
Light.
The 2021 financial year has been a year of strong growth for First Light and all our financial goals
were achieved.
Financial Summaries
As at 30 June 2021, First Light had $66,964 cash at bank & on hand. This is a net increase in cash of
$34,235 from 30 June 2020.
Other assets include donations and other funds yet to be received of $9,130, stock on hand of
$3,265 and plant and equipment of $2,544.
The current liabilities as at 30 June 2021 included invoices to be paid of $1,539 and income in
advance of $8,033 related to gold membership fees, stock sales and sponsorships from JEM
Wealth and Jaida Developments. We welcomed Jaida Developments as a major sponsor in June
2021. This sponsorship will enable the continued growth of First Light and gave us the ability to
commit to a Camp Widow in August 2022.

9

Annual Report 2021

First Light received income of $92,315 during the 2021 financial year. This income was received
through:
fundraising of $7,158 from the New Zealand raffle and two Bunnings sausage sizzles
gold membership fees of $1,841
grants of $6,483 from the Australian Government for the Stronger Communities Programme
to purchase office equipment and assets, discounted goods, services, and gift cards from
suppliers for Camp Widow 2021 and Bunnings sausage sizzles
donations of $44,371 from regular donors, Camp Widow attendees, First Light members, and
Facebook fundraisers. This includes a generous donation of $20,000 from a Camp Widow 2021
attendee to facilitate the next Camp Widow in August 2022
sponsorships of $4,000 from Resolve Estate Law, JEM Wealth and John Ryan Freight
Management
sale of tickets of $25,306 for events such as Camp Widow 2021
sale of goods less costs at Camp Widow 2021 of $3,051
interest of $15 and Other Fees and Charges of $90.
Total expenses for the financial year were $62,075, including:
runnings costs of $4,046
event expenses of $52,654 for events such as Camp Widow 2021
fundraising, raffle, and donation related expenses of $3,119
grant funds spent of $2,256.
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The net surplus for the 2021 financial year was $30,240. Over the past six financial years, the net
surplus has been $73,176.
For more detail of First Light’s financial performance over the 2021 financial year, refer to the
audited financial report.
Commentary
In summary, First Light is in a strong position financially which will enable the management
committee to continue delivering our existing and new programs and subsidise the costs of
Camp Widow 2022.
First Light keeps financial records in a way that properly records the association’s income,
expenditure and dealings with its assets and liabilities. This includes the use of accounting
software Reckon.
I would like to thank Robert White for donating his time to complete the audit and providing
advice throughout the financial year. I would also like to thank the management at Advantage
Broker Services Pty Ltd for the use of their Reckon accounting software license.
The signed adopted audited financial statements and audit report will be uploaded to the ACNC
as per our annual reporting requirements. Previous financial years reports can also be found on
the ACNC website.
Thank you,
Deanna Bosward
Treasurer – First Light Widowed Association Inc.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED
30 June 2021
OFFICE BEARERS' REPORT
1

Your office bearers submit the Financial Accounts of the association for the year ended 30 June 2021.

2

The names of the office bearers in office at the date of this report are:
Rebecca Adams, President
Deanna Bosward, Treasurer
Carren Stapleton, Secretary
Johanna Smith-Hooker, Vice President

3

The association carried on the activities of:
v

Creating a community for supporting and helping widowed people

No significant change in the nature of these activities occurred during the year.
No matters have arisen since the end of the financial year which significantly affected, or may significantly affect the operations of the association, the
results of these operations, or the state of affairs of the association in subsequent financial years.
4

The Surplus (Deficit) after providing for income tax and extraordinary items amounted to $30,240.08 . No income tax was provided for as the income of the
association is exempt from tax under the provision of the Income Tax Assessment Act.

5

As an incorporated association, there is no issue of shares or options.

6

No office bearer has received or become entitled to receive, during or since the financial year, a benefit other than by a contract or agreement made by the
association or related body corporate with an office bearer, a firm of which an office bearer is a member or in which an office bearer has a substantial
financial interest.

7

The association has not, during or since the financial year, in respect of any person who is or has been an officer or auditor of the association or a related
body corporate:
indemnified or made any relevant agreement for indemnifying against a liability incurred as an
officer, including costs and expenses in successfully defending legal proceedings.

8

The association's operations are not regulated by any significant environmental regulation under a law of the Commonwealth or a State or Territory.

9

The financial report has been prepared on the basis as a going concern. The office bearers have formed the opinion that the company can pay its debts as
and when they fall due.

10

No person has applied for leave of Court to bring proceedings on behalf of the association or intervene in any proceedings to which the association is a
party for the purpose of taking responsibility for all or any part of those proceedings.
The association was not a party to any such proceedings during the year.

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Board:

Office Bearer:

Rebecca Adams, President

Office Bearer:

Deanna Bosward, Treasurer

Dated:

6 December 2021
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ABN 25 456 094 737
IA 55904

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED
30 JUNE 2021

Responsible persons’ declaration
per section 60.15 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Regulation 2013
In the opinion of the Executive of First Light Widowed Association Inc:
(a)

there are reasonable grounds to believe that the registered entity is able to pay all of its debts, as and when they become due and
payable; and

(b)

the financial statements and notes satisfy the requirements of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012.

Signed in accordance with subsection 60.15(2) of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profit Commission Regulation 2013.

Office Bearer:

Rebecca Adams, President

Office Bearer:

Deanna Bosward, Treasurer

Dated: 6 December 2021
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Statement of Financial Position
as at 30 June 2021
Note
Assets
Current Assets
Cash at Bank & on Hand
Receivables & Prepayments
Inventories

2021

4
5
6

66,964.18
9,974.11
3,265.03
$

Total Current Assets
Property Plant & Equipment
Plant Equipment & Chattels

2020

7

32,729.28
12,247.93
725.03

80,203.32

2,544.00
$

2,544.00

Total Assets

$

82,747.32

8
9

8
9

$

45,702.24

2,766.39
-

9,571.39

$

$

Total Non-Current Liabilities

$

9,571.39
$

Total Current Liabilities
Non-Current Liabilities
Creditors & Accruals
Provisions

45,702.24

-

Total Property Plant & Equipment

Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Creditors & Accruals
Provisions

$

2,766.39
-

-

$

-

Total Liabilities

$

9,571.39

$

2,766.39

Net Assets

$

73,175.93

$

42,935.85

Accumulated Funds
Accumulated Funds - General
Retained Earnings
Net Surplus / (Deficit)

42,935.85
30,240.08
$

Total Accumulated Funds - General
Reserves
Capital Reserve
Asset Revaluation Reserve

73,175.93

17,386.13
25,549.72
$

-

Total Reserves
Total Accumulated Funds

$
$

73,175.93

The accompanying Notes form part of these financial statements
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IA 55904

Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive Income
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 June 2021
Note
Operating Income
Fundraising Activities
Membership Fees
Grants Received
Donations Received
Sponsorship Fees
Sales of Tickets
Sales of goods
Total Operating income
less Direct Costs / Cost of Sales
Gross Profit from Trading

2021
7,157.56
1,841.31
6,482.95
44,371.27
4,000.00
25,306.00
6,775.75
95,934.84
3,724.98)
92,209.86

(

Interest Received
Other revenue
Gross Income

2020

15.26
90.00
92,315.12

$

Operating Expenses
Advertising & Promotion
Audit & Accounting Fees
Bank Charges
Board & Governance Expenses
Computer Expenses
Event Expenses
Expensed Equipment
Fees and Permits
Fundraising Expenses
Insurance
Platform Fees
Postage, Printing & Stationery
Promotional Items
Travelling Expenses
Uniforms
Other Operating Expenses

4,997.24
1,232.00
13,830.00
8,434.60
1,230.00
170.00
29,893.84
171.80)
29,722.04

(

23.19
202.97
29,948.20

$

713.67
2.34
1,000.63
156.04
52,653.56
2,256.48
57.60
2,122.49
50.16
996.36
200.98
534.72
1,330.00
0.01

238.98
1.92
293.24
83.99
118.50
2,163.71
490.00
300.71
43.47
663.96
-

Total Operating Expenses

$

62,075.04

$

4,398.48

Net Ordinary Surplus (Deficit)

$

30,240.08

$

25,549.72

Other Income/Expense
Other Income
Other Income

-

Total Other Income

$

-

Other Expenses
Other Expenses

$

-

-

-

Total Other Expenses

$

-

$

-

Net Other Income

$

-

$

-

Net Surplus (Deficit)
Asset Revaluation

$

Net Surplus (Deficit) attributable to members

30,240.08
-

$

30,240.08

Transfers from (to) Reserves

25,549.72

-

Net Surplus (Deficit) for period

$

30,240.08

The accompanying Notes form part of these financial statements
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First Light Widowed Association Inc
ABN 25 456 094 737
IA 55904

Statement of Cash Flows
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 June 2021
2021
Cash Flows From Operating Activities
Receipts from trading, fund raising and donations
Payments to suppliers and employees including GST input credits paid

2020

97,361.99
58,341.87)

(

Interest received

27,312.51
8,993.50)

(

15.26

Net cash provided by (used in) operating activities

$

39,035.38

23.19
$

18,342.20

Cash Flows From Investing Activities
Purchase of property, plant and equipment

(

4,800.48)

Net cash provided by (used in) investing activities

($

4,800.48)

$

-

-

$

-

-

Cash Flows from Financing Activities
Net cash provided by (used in) financing activities

$

Net increase (decrease) in cash held
Cash as at 1 July
Cash as at 30 June

$
$
$

The accompanying Notes form part of these financial statements
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STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 June 2021
Retained Earnings

Reserves

$

$

Note

TOTAL

17,386.13

0.00

$
17,386.13

25,549.72
-

-

25,549.72
-

Sub-total
less
Transfers to Reserves

42,935.85

0.00

Balance at 30 June 2020
add
Surplus (Deficit) attributable to members
Asset Revaluation
Transfers from Reserves

42,935.85

0.00

30,240.08
-

-

73,175.93

0.00

Balance at 1 July 2019
add
Surplus (Deficit) attributable to members
Asset Revaluation
Transfers from Reserves

-

Sub-total
less
Transfers to Reserves

-

Balance at 30 June 2021

$73,175.93
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Notes to financial statements
as at 30 June 2021
NOTE 1:

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

This financial report is a special purpose financial report prepared in order to satisfy the accounts preparation requirements of the Australian Charities and
Not-for-Profits Commision Act 2012. The Office Bearers have determined that the association is not a reporting entity. The association is a not for profit entity.
The statements have been prepared in accordance with the the following accounting standards:
AASB
AASB
AASB
AASB

101
107
108
1048

AASB 1054:

Presentation of Financial Statements
Statement of Cash Flows
Accounting Policies, Changes in Accounting Estimates and Errors
Interpretation of Standards

Australian Additional Disclosures

No other Accounting Standards, Urgent Issues Group Consensus Views or other authoritative pronouncements of the Australian Accounting Standards Board
have been applied.
The report is also prepared on an accruals basis and is based on historic costs and does not take into account changing money values or, except where
specifically stated, current valuations of non-current assets.
Accounting policy changes under AIFRS have not affected existing balances reported. Thus figures have not been restated.
The following material policies, which are consistent with the previous period unless otherwise stated, have been adopted in the preparation of this report:

(a)

INCOME TAX
As a not for profit entity, the First Light Widowed Association Inc is entitled to concessions under the Income Tax Assessment Act on which only nonmember income is assessable, as member income is excluded under the principle of mutuality.

(b)

PROPERTY, PLANT and EQUIPMENT
Property, plant and equipment are brought to account at cost or at independent or Office Bearers' valuation, less, where applicable, any accumulated
depreciation or amortisation.
The carrying amount of property, plant and equipment is being reviewed by the Office Bearers to ensure it is not in excess of the recoverable amount
from those assets.
The recoverable amount is assessed on the basis of the expected net cash flows which will be received from the assets employed and subsequent
disposal. The expected net cash flows have not been discounted to present values in determining the recoverable amount.

(c)

DEPRECIATION
Depreciation is charged to the accounts using general rates for each category of plant, equipment and chattels.

(d)

EMPLOYEE ENTITLEMENTS
Provision is made for the association’s liability for employee entitlements arising from services rendered by employees to balance date.
Employee entitlements expected to be settled within one year together with entitlements arising from wages and salaries, annual leave and sick leave
which will be settled after one year, have been measured at their nominal amount. Other employee entitlements payable later than one year have
been measured at the present value of the estimated future cash outflows to be made for those entitlements.
Contributions are made by the association to an employee superannuation fund and are charged as expenses when incurred.

(e)

CASH
For the purposes of the statement of cash flows, cash includes cash on hand and in at call deposits with banks or financial institutions, investments in
money market instruments maturing within less than two months, net of bank overdrafts.

(f)

REVENUE
Revenue from the sale of goods is recognised upon the delivery of goods to customers.
Interest revenue is recognised on a proportional basis taking into account the interest rates applicable.
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Notes to financial statements
as at 30 June 2021

NOTE 2:

Profit from Ordinary Activities

2021

2020

Profit from ordinary activities has been determined after
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

NOTE 3:

Expenses
Expenses
Expenses
Expenses
Expenses

– Remuneration of Auditor
– Remuneration of Auditor -non audit
- Depreciation & Amortisation
- Loss (profit) on sale of assets
- Bad & Doubtful Debts

$
$
$
$
$

-

$
$
$
$
$

-

Legal Status
The association is an incorporated association and subject to the administration of the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commision.
At 30 June, 2021 the number of members was 713 (2020: 410).
The principal place of business is 18 Davidson Street NEWMARKET Qld 4051.

NOTE 4:

CASH FLOW INFORMATION
(a) Reconciliation of Cash

2021

2020

Cash at end of the financial period as shown in the Statements of Cash Flows is reconciled to
the related items in the balance sheet as follows:
Cash at bank
Bank Overdraft
Cash on hand
Term Deposits
$
(b) Reconciliation of Cash Flow from Operations with Operating Profit after Income Tax

Cash flows from operations
NOTE 5:

(

32,429.28
300.00
32,729.28
2020

30,240.08

25,549.72

2,256.48

-

3,929.15)
6,202.97 (
2,540.00)
6,805.00 (
-

(

$

RECEIVABLES & PREPAYMENTS

39,035.38

333.37
4,597.09)
173.87
3,117.67)
$

2021

Trade Debtors
Prepayments

18,342.20
2020

9,129.99
844.12

Total Receivables & Prepayments
NOTE 6:

$

2021

Operating Profit after Income Tax
Non-cash flows in operating surplus
Depreciation & expensed equipment
Changes in assets and liabilities
Decrease /(Increase) in trade and term debtors
Decrease / (increase) in prepayments
Decrease / (increase) in other assets
Decrease / (increase) in inventories
Decrease / (increase) in intangibles
(Decrease) / increase in trade creditors and accruals
(Decrease) / increase in GST Payable

66,563.98
400.20
66,964.18

$

INVENTORIES

9,974.11

5,200.84
7,047.09
$

2021

Stock on hand

2020

3,265.03

Total Inventories

$
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Notes to financial statements
as at 30 June 2021
NOTE 7:

FIXED ASSETS

2021

Plant & Equipment
Plant Equipment & Chattels at cost / valuation
Accumulated Depreciation

2,544.00
2,544.00

Total Plant & Equipment
NOTE 8:

$

2,544.00

CREDITORS, ACCRUALS & TAX LIABILITIES

$

2021

2020

Trade Creditors & Accruals
Trade Creditors
Accrued Expenses
Monies received in advance

1,538.70
8,032.69

2,766.39

Total Creditors & Accruals
Total GST & Tax Liabilities
Total Creditors, Accruals & Tax Liabilities

9,571.39
9,571.39

$

2,766.39
2,766.39

9,571.39
-

$
$

2,766.39
-

$

Current Component
Non-Current Component
NOTE 9:

2020

$
$

PROVISIONS

2021

Annual Leave
Long Service Leave

2020
-

-

Total Provisions

$

-

$

-

Current Component
Non-Current Component

$
$

-

$
$

-
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PTY LTD
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Ph:
F:
E:
W:
A:
Po:

+617 3272 7027
+614 2081 1833
rwhite@aaa4audit.com.au
www.aaa4audit.com.au
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT
TO THE MEMBERS OF

FIRST LIGHT WIDOWED ASSOCIATION INC.
Incorporation No. 55904

ABN 25 456 094 737

REPORT on the Audit of the Financial Report

Opinion
We have audited the financial report of First Light Widowed Association Inc. (the incorporated association), which
comprises the Balance Sheet, Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive Income, Statement of Cash Flows and
Notes to the Financial Statements, and the certification by members of the Executive on the annual statements giving a
true and fair view of the financial position and performance of the incorporated association.
In our opinion, the accompanying financial report presents fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the
incorporated association as at 30 June 2021 and of its financial performance for the year then ended in accordance with
the accounting policies described in Note 1 to the financial statements and the requirements of the Australian Charities
and Not for Profits Commission Act 2012.
Basis for Opinion
We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities under those standards are
further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section of our report. We are
independent of the incorporated association in accordance with the ethical requirements of the Accounting Professional
and Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110: Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (the Code) that are relevant to our
audit of the financial report in Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with the
Code. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.
Emphasis of Matter
Basis of Accounting
We draw attention to Note 1 to the financial report, which describes the basis of accounting. The financial report has been
prepared to satisfy the requirements of the association’s constitution, meet the needs of members and its obligations as
an incorporated association under the Associations Incorporation Act 1981. As a result, the financial report may not be
suitable for another purpose. Our opinion is not modified in respect of this matter.
Key Audit Matters
Key audit matters are those matters that, in our professional judgment, were of most significance in our audit of the
financial statements of the current year These matters were addressed in the context of our audit of the financial
statements as a whole, and in forming our opinion thereon, but we do not provide a separate opinion on these matters,
For each matter below, our description of how our audit addressed the matter is provided in that context.

Accountants

Advisers

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation

Auditors

Liquidity risk and going concern of preparation of the financial statements
During the financial year, like many organisations, the association was impacted by COVID-19 and there remains
uncertainty around the short-term and medium-term impact that this event will have on the association and the not for
profit sector.
As described in Note 1 the financial statements have been prepared by the company on a going concern basis.
Responsibilities of the Executive for the Financial Report
The Executive is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial report in accordance with the
financial reporting requirements of the constitution Australian Charities and Not for Profits Commission Act 2012 and for
such internal control as the Executive determines is necessary to enable the preparation and fair presentation of a financial
report that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
In preparing the financial report, the Executive is responsible for assessing the incorporated association’s ability to
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters relating to going concern and using the going concern basis
of accounting unless the Executive either intends to liquidate the incorporated association or to cease operations, or has
no realistic alternative but to do so.
AUDITOR’S Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable
assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with the Australian
Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error
and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the
economic decisions of users taken on the basis of this financial report.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial
report. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material
misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor
considers internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the financial report in order to
design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on
the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting
policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by the directors, as well as evaluating the overall
presentation of the financial report.
As part of an audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards, we exercise professional judgement and maintain
professional scepticism throughout the audit. We also:
•

Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error, design
and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from
fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

•

Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the
incorporated association’s internal control.

•

Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates and
related disclosures made by the Executive.
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•

Conclude on the appropriateness of the Executive’s use of the going concern basis of accounting and, based on
the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast
significant doubt on the incorporated association’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a
material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures in
the financial report or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on
the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may
cause the incorporated association to cease to continue as a going concern.

•

Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial report, including the disclosures, and
whether the financial report represents the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair
presentation.

We communicate with the Executive regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit and
significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit.

AAA4audit-RWhite
2021.12.03 12:13:10+10'00

Auditor’s name and signature:

Robert White
Registered Company Auditor (# 5902)
Registered SMSF Auditor (# 100211005)
Public Accountant (MIPA # 222132)

Name of firm:

Accountants Advisers Auditors Pty Ltd

Dated:

3 December 2021

Audit Report

3

firstlight.org.au

understanding
community,
hope,

"I have been a widow for over six years, and it can still be a lonely place. I
decided to attend Camp Widow Australia 2021: what an experience!
"Over the weekend I laughed, I cried, I was uplifted, I was lost in memories,
I was grateful, I was sentimental, I was hopeful and, most of all, I felt
understood, connected and safe. I have made new friends and reconnected
with others.
"People shared their personal stories in formal sessions, over a drink, over a
meal and in conversation. I am so grateful that First Light exists to support
our community of widows/ widowers."
Josie O'Shea
Cairns-based widow
Attended Camp Widow in Brisbane, 2021.

